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English 5 – 6 Quarter 1 

Language  

Students will: • Demonstrate a command of English language and grammar  

• Understand that language can be complex and contested  

• Consult appropriate references to resolve contested language issues 

• Demonstrate command of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 

• Make effective language choices in their own language 

• Determine or clarify meanings of unknown words from various sources 

• Interpret figures of speech to determine nuances of words 

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & 

Resources 

11 L 1 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that 
usage is a matter of convention, can 
change over time, and is sometimes 
contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or 
contested usage, consulting 
references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s 
Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s 
Modern American Usage) as 
needed. 

Examples of contested usage issues include: whether sentence fragments are 
stylistic or inappropriate at the high school level; whether “I” should be used in 
persuasion; whether a sentence should be started with “because” or “and;” can 
“it” or “at” be used at the end of a sentence; split infinitives (e.g., “To boldly go 
where no man has gone before”). HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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11 L 2 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

Examples pertaining to this standard include: whether or not a comma should be 
used in a series before and; appropriate use of semi-colon and colon; the 
difference between hyphens and dashes; appropriate punctuation for dialogue 
and parenthetical expressions; and correct use of ellipses. 

 

11 L 3 

Apply knowledge of language to 
understand how language functions 
in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or 
style, and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting 
references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful 
Sentences) for guidance as needed; 
apply an understanding of syntax to 
the study of complex texts when 
reading. 

The intent of this standard is for students to identify and incorporate a natural 
language fluency in reading and listening based on a variety of contexts and 
situations.   
• Students demonstrate awareness of writing standards that guide the structure 
of written text as presented in various style manuals. 
• Students demonstrate awareness of how text is developed (syntax, 
paragraphing, grammar and usage) in order to create meaning for the reader. 
• Students identify author’s purposeful use of syntax, paragraphing, grammar and 
usage to create uniquely developed paragraphs which demonstrate writer’s 
awareness of text organization. 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
Compare “The Monk’s Tale” in The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer with 
Dante’s story of Ugolino in “Cantos XXXII-XXXIII” of the Inferno, paying special 
attention to depiction of character. Use at least one critical source. Use textual 
evidence to support an original, concise thesis statement.  
(RL.11-12.3, SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.4, W.11-12.2, W.11-12.7, L.11-12.3) 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

11 L 4 

11-12.L.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grades 
11–12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.  
a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, 
or text; a word’s position or function 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
The intent of this standard is for students to be able to identify meanings of 
unknown vocabulary words. 
• Teachers incorporate vocabulary acquisition strategies such as the Frayer 
Model, graphical representation of words, vocabulary building games, root trees, 
etc. 
• Teachers incorporate lessons about effective use of dictionaries, thesauri, and 
glossaries. 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts 
of speech (e.g., conceive, 
conception, conceivable). 
c. Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, its 
etymology, or its standard usage. 
d. Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary). 

• Students create word walls for support of key academic vocabulary. 
• Students map etymology of words. 
• Students compare/contrast denotative and connotative meanings of words. 
• Students identify synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, idioms and puns. 
• Students identify words with Greek and Latin roots, prefixes and suffixes. 
• Students use context clues to identify the meaning of unknown words or 
phrases. 
• Students discuss abstract terms using prior knowledge and word associations. 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 12 Unit 2 
Read Macbeth by William Shakespeare and excerpts from The Prince by 
Machiavelli. How do Machiavelli’s principles apply to the play? What is 
Shakespeare saying about Machiavelli’s approach to attaining and maintaining 
political power? Consider the quote “it is better to be feared than to be loved.” Is 
this true for Macbeth? Use textual evidence from both texts to support an 
original, concise thesis statement. 

11 L 5 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., 
hyperbole, paradox) in context and 
analyze their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning 
of words with similar denotations. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
In this standard, students analyze the impact of figurative language (e.g., formal 
and informal tone, voice) to support purpose; this includes literary devices 
(understatement, sensory details) and figurative language (personification, simile, 
symbolism, foreshadowing, metaphor, hyperbole, mood, allusion, irony, and 
paradox).  
• Teachers provide direct instruction in understanding jargon, Elizabethan English, 
anachronisms, words derived from Greek and Roman myths, a word’s etymology, 
and the ability to recognize puns and idioms. 
 
• Students use accurate, specific, powerful words and phrases that effectively 
convey the intended message. 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fJr&Folder
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• Students use vocabulary that is original, varied, and natural, using words that 
evoke clear images. 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 11 Unit 5 
What are the effects of the shifting point of view on the reader’s understanding 
of events in Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying? Why do you think Faulkner chose to tell the 
story from different points of view? Use at least three pieces of textual evidence 
to support an original thesis.  
(RL.11-12.3, RL.11-12.5, W.11-12.2, W.11-12.9a, L.11-12.5) 

 


